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“Dittos, Rush” 


From across the fruited plain 





As the 14-year-old daughter of a dittohead, | 
have been raised on conservative views and your 
shows, However, it wasn't until I picked up a few 
back issues of The Limbaugh Letter and began leaf- 
ing through that I realized what a true genius you 
are! I'm now saving up to subscribe myself — ] 
hope I don't miss any issues in the process. Keep 
up the good work. Even in a Democratic state like 
Florida, you are still molding many young skulls 
full of mush, 

— SARAH JORDAN, CLEARWATER, FL 
Notice, my friends, thar Sarah has not — as a liber- 
al would — asked for a “student discount” or a free- 
bie. | guarantee you: this is a young skull full of mush 
who 1s going places | 


My dear wife ordered The Limbaugh Letter for 
me; after I read my first issue, I ordered a sub- 
scription for my father in Michigan. He loves it! 
We really enjoy the “Stupid Quotes” and “Equal 
Time” sections. I have literally rolled on the floor 
while reading what the left says and does; laughter 
is the best defense of all. I don't know if you're 
aware of it, but a subscription to The Limbaugh 
Letter is a real status symbol among conservatives. 
So is your calendar, which I have displayed in my 
office. Recently, I went to an insurance agent who 
had your calendar on his wall. When he discov- 
ered I was a fellow dittohead, he gave me a great 
deal on a policy. 

— SGT. ROBERT STELZER, BERNALILLO COUNTY 

SHERIFF'S DEFT., ALBUQUERQUE, NM 

Your agent is correct: anyone infected with FIR is 
indeed a good risk 7 


Thank you for your Limbaugh Letter and its ray 
of hope shining through the omnipresent “liberal 
society” Canadians like myself must live in. We 
conservatives are constantly 
fighting a guerrilla war 
against the predominant lib- 
eral culture which has spawn- 
ed a health care system and a 
social “safety net” we can no 
longer afford. Americans can 
consider themselves fortunate 
thar the Clinton health care 
bill has been effectively killed. 
This bill would have resulted 
in an economic disaster, simi- 
lar to what Canada is now 
facing. Our system has 
seduced the Canadian public 


into thinking cradle-to-grave 





socialism is their right, and it has turned our soci- 
ety over to the whiners and complainers. 
Thank you, Rush, for your common sense 
and truth that transcends all political and 
geographic boundaries. 

— JOEL MACKENZIE, ESPANOLA, ONTARIO 
Theres always hope — as long as you and your fel- 
low Canadian conservatives are willing to join us in 
the relentless pursuit of the truth 


Three years ago I won a coffee cup from KXL, 
the Portland radio station that airs your show. It 
has “OFFICIAL DITTOHEAD, RUSH LIMBAUGH” on 
one side and the stations call letters on the other 
OF course, I brought it to the office (I compose 
yellow pages advertising for a regional phone com- 
pany, where I’ve worked for 23 years), About a 
month ago, a young feminist-type artist happened 
to see my cup sitting near the coffee maker and 
became “so upset” she supposedly couldn't work. 
So her supervisor removed my cup from the area 
unul the culprit could be located. When the 
supervisor found out the culprit was me (whom 
she had known 20 years), she puta message on my 
voice mail. She explained thar the artist felt “Rush 
Limbaugh's views aren't aligned with the compa- 
nys pluralistic environment. The cup shouldn't be 
allowed here.” She then contacted our head plu- 
ralism management person in Denver, 1 was 
dumbfounded, The news thar my coffee cup had 
been banished spread from floor to floor. 
The consensus was: no one has the right to 
confiscate one’s personal property, whether you 
like Rush Limbaugh or not. Pluralistic environ- 
ment, indeed! 

In the end, the artist was alone with her com- 
plaint. The supervisor was worn out by protest 
calls. The pluralism management person in 
Denver finally called to ask, “Don’t your people 
have enough to do?” And I was allowed to have 
my dittohead mug back. 

| — LESLIE BARNETT, PORTLAND, OR 
Cengratulations, Sounds as if your co-worker could 
benefit from a gift subscription to my newsletter 


iod INOULENNO fey THD 


y friends, the left is apoplectic. 
The press is stunned, grief-strick- 
en, and bewildered. Congres- 
B sional Democrats are outraged. 
The White House, “shell-shocked” (as 
every media ourlet reports) since the 
election, is literally casting about right and 
left, desperately seeking a clue. The 
Republicans — of all people — whose ideas 
few in official Washington took seriously 
until November 8, are setting a bold new 
national agenda. They are cutting pro- 
grams, slashing agencies, changing the 
rules. What we are witnessing is nothing 
short of a revolution. 

And liberals are not happy about it. 
House committees and subcommittees are 
being cut, oh no! Democratic staffers are in 
tears, and the media runs sorrowful pieces 
on their financial woes. How will they 
make their mortgage payments? And 
besides, who will represent the downtrod- 
den, the oppressed, the starving? “Cutting 
committee sizes will ... imperil Democratic 
women and blacks,” warns Adam Clymer 
in The New York Times. Dick Gephardt, the 
House minority (yess!) leader, accuses 
Republicans of “smothering the voice of 
the American voters.” The Democrats’ sec- 
ond in command in the House, David 
Bonior apparently not understanding 
the voice of the American voters either, or 
that his side fost — makes a threat: “If our 
caucus decides that these [changes] are pig- 
gish on their part, then we may have to go 
to the mat.” Ooooh! Tough guy. 

Funding for the caucuses (or, as I call 
them, cauci) is axed, how insensitive! ~[The 
Republicans | idea is to try to take us away 
as a force thar will debate with them on the 
issues, It's casier to do a number on the 
poor if we arent organized,” whines Jose E. 
Serrano of the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus. The Congressional Black Caucus's 
Kweisi Mfume likens the Republican deci- 


sion to “ethnic cleansing” — a statement so 








silly it leads one to conclude that Mr. 
Mfume is desperately in need of a fact- 
finding tour in Bosnia. 

PBS could lose its funding, sob! 
Faced with this dire threat to the future 
of civilization, People for the American 
Way's Leslie Harris retorts: “The man who 
promised to reinforce American families, 
[Newt Gingrich,] is now eager to pull the 
plug on Big Bird and Barney.” Leslie, | have 
news for you: you dont have to worry. 
Big Bird and Barney are raking in the 
big bucks. You could even call these 
guys fat cats. 

So here are the stats, as we go to press. 
Eliminated: three House committees — 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries, Post 
Office and Civil Service, and the District of 
Columbia committees — and 25 subcom- 
mittees. Cut: 660 employees from commit- 
tee payrolls. But behind the numbers, 
something very new is happening; the light 
of truth is being shone on the shadowy 
workings of the House of Representatives 
— for decades the most corrupt institution 
in America. As chunks of the old system are 
tossed onto the ash heap of history, the 
public is getting a clear picture of how the 
place operated. And the very things that 
liberals are so sad to see go — especially the 
bloated 40-year-old Democrat patronage 
system — most taxpayers are horrified to 
learn were ever part of their government in 
the first place. 

But most painful for the left is the 
dismantling of the welfare state. “G.O.P, 
WOULD REPLACE SCORES OF PROGRAMS 
FOR THE POOR,” cries a New York Times 
headline. On the chopping block are over a 
hundred social programs — $60 billion 
worth — which House Republicans intend 
to replace with grants to state governments. 
Proposed: 

* A block grant from money now spent 
on Aid to Families With Dependent 
Children (AFDC). 
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e A block grant from dozens of child 
care programs. 

e A block grant from several foster care 
and child welfare programs. 

e A block grant from food stamps and a 
host of other nutritional programs, includ- 
ing the Women’s, Infants and Children 
program (WIC). 

e A block grant from 80 to 100 (or more) 
job training programs. 

The block grants would enable states to 
be far more flexible in how they run their 
welfare programs; states could even (gasp!) 
spend /ess. 

Moans The Times: “If enacted in full 
[chis] would reverse a six-decade-old trend, 
dating from the New Deal, in which power 
over social programs has been concentrat- 
ing in Washington. It would leave the fed- 
eral government less able to intervene in 
local affairs..." 

This is precisely what the voters most 
fervently want, my friends — but believe 
me, The New York Times is not happy. [he 
paper thinks the fact that Washington cant 
“intervene” is a bad thing. Why? Because 
The New York Times is convinced that if 
Washington can't intervene, it will be “less 
able to protect the neediest.” Here is what 
the nation’s newspaper of record envisions; 
“It is entirely possible that ... some families 
would be left without food or a way to pay 
their rent.” 


olks, ler me make a prediction: as 

the Republicans enact their reforms, 

reporters at The New York Times — 
| and every other mainstream media 
outlet — will be scouring the countryside 
to find stories co fit that cliché Their 
motto: A hundred sob stories for every 
tax cut. The press is going to be vociferous- 
ly arguing with the taxpayers every step 
of the way, attempting to shame you 


continued 











into repentance for voting Republican. 

They are convinced they have to; 
after all, they can't depend on the 
current occupant of the White House to 
do the job. (He's busy convening a 
welfare reform summit, anyway; the 
left is accusing him of trying to “our- 
Newt’ Gingrich.) “Does anyone count 
on President Clinton to lead the fight 
against mean-spirited actions by the Re- 
publican leadership in Congress?” sniffs 
Anthony “Tough Tony” Lewis. “Since the 
elecuon Mr. Clinton has 
made no effort to counter 
the radical Republican 
line that government is evil 
— no effort to remind 
Americans how much they 
need government.” 

Mr. Lewis, you are wrong 
on several counts. First of all, 
the Republican “line” is not 
that government is evil. The 
Republican line is that ever- 
expanding government pow- 
er is dangerous. It threatens 
freedom. It promises, it se- 
duces, and ultimately, it 
crushes. And that may be a 
“radical” notion, Mr. Lewis: 
but irs the radicalism of the 
Founding Fathers. 

As to reminding Ameri- 
cans “how much they 
need government,” perhaps 
Americans need to remind 
you, Mr. Lewis, how much 
government they already 
have, how much it costs, 
and how much damage it 
has done. 

Let me take you back to 
1964, when Lyndon John- 
son envisioned his Great 
Society: “a society of success 
without squalor,” he said, 
“beauty without barrenness, works of 
genius without the wretchedness of pover- 
ty. Is that the society you see around you, 
Mr. Lewis? 

Johnson called the “War on Poverty” an 
“Investment” (where have we heard shat 
before?) “in the future, [which] will return 
its cost many fold to our economy.” The 
liberal press at the time was ecstatic with its 
visions of government utopia. In 1966, 
columnist Stewart Alsop claimed that for 
$12 to $15 billion a year “poverty could be 
abolished in the United States.” In 1995, 
government at all levels will spend at least 
$355 billion on welfare, Thac's nearly a bil- 
lion dollars every day. Has poverty been 
abolished? Is ir even diminishing? 


In Billions of 1992 Dollars 


$0 









In 1964, Johnsons economic advisers 
warned that without federal “help,” by 
1980 the poverty rate could be as high 
as 13 percent. Sixteen years and billions 
of dollars later, the poverty rate at the 
end of 1980 was actually (drumroll, please) 
13 percent. In 1992, it was 14.8 percent, 
according to the Census Bureau. In 
1993, after spending over $3 trillion on 
welfare programs, the poverty rate reached 
15.2 percent. Do you sense a trend here, 


Mr. Lewis? 


1965 — 1992 
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Along with a growing welfare population, 
we have created a mammoth welfare by- 
reaucracy. That is what you are feeding, 
Mr. Lewis. Not the children, nor the elder- 
ly, not the destitute and hungry. Of the 
$226 billion spent by federal, stare and 
local governments on welfare in 1990, ac- 
cording to a study by the Wisconsin Policy 
Research Institute, only 35 cents of every 


welfare dollar ever got into the hands of | 


the poor, The rest? Went to the canny 
professionals and the grim, grasping, 
rapacious welfare edifice, ever ravenous. 
never satisfied. 

While liberals like you, Mr. Lewis, lec- 
ture the rest of us on the wonders of gov- 
ernment, ordinary people, who have eyes 


U.S. Welfare Spending 





to see and ears to hear, have faced facts. For 
30 years, Mr. Lewis, Americans have tried 
it your way. The results have long been in. 
Your ideas have utterly, tragically failed. 

The welfare system, created with the very 
noblest intentions, has not only nearly 
bankrupted us all; it has grievously hurt the 
very people it was designed to help. It is not 
“mean-spirited” to say so. It would be 
mean-spirited to the point of callousness to 
ignore the obvious harm the American wel- 
fare system has done to the most vulnerable 
among us. 

The truth is, welfare has 
destroyed the work ethic, 





educational performance, 
and moral discipline among 
the poor — the very tools 


that for generations have 
enabled those on the bottom 
rungs of the ladder to climb 
out of poverty. The tradi- 
tional American values of 
family commitment, educa- 
tion, hard work and person- 
al responsibility are often 
gutted by welfare. According 
to the Institute for Policy 
Innovation, the benefits 
from AFDC, food stamps and 
Medicaid are roughly equal 
to the income from workin 
at an entry-level job — leay- 
ing little incentive to work 
With disastrous consquen- 
ces, the welfare system often 
discourages recipients from 
marrying. From 1960 to 
1990, the illegitimacy rate 
rose from 5 percent to 30 
percent; in many inner cities 
It Is close to 70 percent, And 
from 1971 to 1991, the vio- 
lent crime rate increased by 
over 89 percent. As Senator 
| Moynihan wrote in 1964, a 
society that allows a large number of young 
men to grow up without fathers “asks for 
and gets chaos.” And that is what we have. 
r So you, Mr. Lewis, want to “remind 
ne Te PE ena n n ole 
— I of every 10 USS. cit, Sakis 
food strane Beste aes Tests 
stan PS it Is time, instead, to 
remind Americans how much more th 
can do for themselves — how much eee, 
ag are than they ever thought they could 
€, how much stronger they are than 
they've been told. | 
iol aii are routinely savaged by 
-spirited, insensitive, small- 
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According to Me 


Still wringing your hands about Americas massive crime problem? 
Have I got a crime bill for you! Liberals, who are fond of citing 
Thomas Jefferson to justify their desire to keep God out of the class- 
room do not, I'll guarantee you, want you to quote this Jefferson. I 
herewith present excerpts from Jeffersons Bill for Proportioning 


Crimes and Punishments": 


SECTION I. Whereas it frequently happens that wicked and 
dissolute men, resigning themselves to the dominion 
of inordinate passions, commit violations on the 
lives, liberties, and property of others — the 
secure enjoyment of these having principal- | 
ly induced men to enter into society — A! O 
government would be defective in its 
principal purpose, were it not to 
restrain such criminal acts by inflict- 
ing due punishments on those who 
perpetrate them ... If the punish- ai 
ment were only proportioned to ¢ 
the injury, men would feel it 
their inclination, as well as their 
duty, to see the laws observed .. 
so thar men while contemplating 
to perpetrate a crime would see 
their punishment ensuing as nec- 
essarily as effects follow cheir 
causes. (Note: According to Jef- 
ferson, there are wicked people. Who 
need to be restrained from thes 
nal activity. By punish- 
ment. From the govern- 
ment. Which 1s its 
princtpal purpose. Folks 
this is beyond the pale.) 
SECTION IV: If ... a 
husband murder his wife, 
a parent his child, or a 
child his parent, he shall 
suffer death, by hanging, 
and his body delivered to l 
Anatomists to be dissected. (Jefferson was, after all, a man who 
understood the value of medical research.) 
SECTION V: Whosoever committeth murder by poisoning, shall 
suffer death by poison. (Theres a certain symmetry and logic to 
Jeffersonian Justice, is there not?) 
SECTION VI: Whosoever committeth murder by way of duel, shall 
suffer death by hanging; and if he were the challenger, his body, 
after death, shall be gibbeted [that is, displayed in public]. He who 
removeth it from the gibbet shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
= the officer shall see that it be replaced. (This law could do wonders 
: for modern-day duels: i.e., gang shootings.) i 
§ Secrion VII: Whosoever shall commit murder in any other way 
= chall suffer death by hanging. (Hmm — one strike and you're dead.) 
= SECTION VIII: And in all cases of ... murder, one half of the lands 
and goods of the offender shall be forfeited to the next of kin to the 
= person killed, and the other half descend and go to his own repre- 
3 sentatives. (A brilliantly efficient restitution plan.) 
? SECTION X: Whosoever shall be guilty of manslaughter, shall, for 
è the first offence, be condemned to hard labour for seven years in 
2 the public works; shall forfeit one half of his lands and goods to the 
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next of kin of the person slain; the other half to be sequestered dur- 
in the hands, and to the use, of the commonwealth, 
support of his fami- 
see VIL) 


SECTION XIII: Whenever sentence of death shall have been pro- 
nounced against any person for treason or murder, execution there- 
of shall be done on the next day but one, after such sentence, 


ing such term, si 
allowing a reasonable part of the profits for the s a 
ly. The second offence shall be deemed murder. (for muraer, 


unless it be Sunday, and then on the Monday following. (A 
slam dunk! In Jeffersonian justice, theres no loitering on 
death row.) 
SECTION XIV: Whosoever shall be guilty of 
rape, or sodomy with man or woman, shall 
be punished; if a man, by castration, a 
woman, by boring through the carti- 
lage of her nose a hole of one half 
inch in diameter at the least. (/ef- 
ferson might have to update his pun- 
ishment for women; this sounds like 
a fashion statement of the nineties.) 
SECTION XV: Whosoever on 
purpose shall disfigure another, 
by cutting out or disabling the 
tongue, slitting or cutting off a 
nose, lip, or ear, branding, or 
otherwise, shall be maimed, or 
disfigured in like sort, and more- 
over, shall forfeit one half of his 
lands and goods to the sufterer. 
(In other words, “an eye for an 
eye” — an approach that 
worked throughout human 
history. Until 20th- 
century America.) 
SECTION XX: Who- 
soever commit- 
teth a robbery, 
shall be condemned to hard 
labour four years in the public 
works, and shall make double reparation to 
the persons injured. (/n some cities = such as New 
York City — the cops dont even take a report if youve heen robbed. 
But seems to me the threat of four years in New Yorks public works 
would deter any would-be robber.) | 
SECTION XXII: Whatsoever act, if committed in the night ume, 
shall constitute the crime of burglary, shall, if committed in the day, 
be deemed house-breaking; and whoever is guilty thereof, shall be 
condemned to hard labour three years in the public works, and shall 
make reparation to the persons injured. ( There goes L-A. 5 night life) | 
Section XXIV: Grand larceny shall be where the goods stolen are 
of the value of five dollars; and whosoever shall be guilty thereof, 
shall be forchwith put in the pillory for one half hour, shall be con- 
demned to hard labour two years in the public works, and shall 
make reparation to the persons injured, (A fascinating image of 
Webb Hubbell in the public stocks springs to mind.) 


Historical Note: Jefferson wrote a revision of the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
while he was a member of the Virginia House of Delegates. His “Revisal of the Laws: 
Drafts of Legislation” covered religious freedom, as well as crime and punishment. After 
he was elected Governor of Virginia in 1779, be submitted these to the Assembly. 
Though they were never enacted, James Madison called the Revisal of the Laws “a mine of 


legislative wealth.” And so they are. 











My conversation with 


BURGESS OWENS 


Recently football great 
Burgess Owens — who played 
for the University of Miami, 
the New York Jets, and the 
Oakland Raiders — 
called my radio program. 
His words were so inspira- 
tional that | wanted to fea- 
ture bim in my newsletter, and 
l hereby present his profound 
message. Learn it, love it, live tt: 


Rush: | really appreciate 
your taking time to 
do this. 
Owens: lrs my pleasure, 
buddy. | hope co get a lit- 
tle light to some folks who need to hear 
some things. 
Rush: That's whar we want to do. The 
best place to start would be for you to 
explain what motivated you to 
phone me. 
Owens: A young black lady called you 
from California to express her concerns about 
where the Republicans were going to take the 
councry, and what could be taken away from 
black progress. This hit a chord, because its 
something that I've 
had a chance to think 
about a lor, and do some 
homework on. It’s my 
feeling we need to get rid of this 
fear, by shedding a little light on 
what empowerment is all about. 
Rush: By “we,” you mean black 
Americans? 
Owens: Yes, specifically because black 
Americans have been impacted most by 
the liberal direction. Impacted negatively 
There's a lot less feeling of being able to do 
things and to make a difference. That brings in 
a dependency state of mind, and it bothers me 
to see it — and its getting worse. 
Rush: So the California woman was concerned that 
Republicans were going to take away things thar blacks 
had won; but your response — | remember it vividly — was 
just the opposite. 
Owens: I believe we're in the freest country in the world, and in 
the best times in history. We've been able to gain a lot of freedoms 
because our country has made adjustments. There have been very 
good people in America, in terms of principle, and we've been able 
to adjust — from the American Revolution to the Civil War to the 
early civil rights days — to a point where now we have an equal 
opportunity to go out and do whatever we want to. 





Rush: Why is it that only black con- 






servatives will have to he the 
ones who lay our reputations 
on the line and persuade the 
black population at large? 
How come I can’t do it? 


Rush: Burgess, how can this be? How 
can you say this is a free country when almost 
every civil rights leader — from Jesse Jackson 
co Benjamin Hooks to Ben Chavis — talks 
about the enslavement that exists today, the 
oppression that continues, They sound at times 
as though they dont even consider themselves 
to be Americans. 
Owens: There's a phrase that says it all: 
“Ignorance and free can never be.” We have, 
over the last nyo or three decades, allowed our 
kids to become more and more ignorant of 
what our country stands for We now have 
around 40 million people who cannot read — 
so truth can be sitting right in front of their 
noses and they wont have any idea what its all 
about. Add to that those who have low self- 
esteem because they believe they have no control over their des- 
tinies, and you get people who vote for the first politician who 
says, “Vote for me, I'll set you free.” That's been going on for 30 
years now. But for the first time, we as a country are waking up to 
that strategy, As a parent, I can do more for myself and my family 
than the government can do in Washington, D.C» That’s what I 
think the American people bought into in this last election. We 
were tired of not having any control, and losing our self-esteem in 
the process. 
Rush: You haven't always been conservative. You said that when 
you were playing foorball at the University of Miami, and even in 
your pro career, you were liberal. 
What caused you to see the light? 
Owens: Several things. As I got into 
my own business and began to access 
this country, | began to realize that, 
number one, success Is not designed to 
be easy. Number two, that success is 
based on failure — that any successful 
ui person we run into has failed many 
times. Fhree, that the only difference between a failure and a suc- 
cess is that the success decides to get up one more time. In the 
ER of sae: o after I got out of football, I began to see 
that we can do as much as we're wi | 
Rush: You didn't learn Bee she aioe see Ip ge 
Owens: | can remember sandi onan ali , ; 
at my flag. I've always Reon ee ne SCcMueS, OOS 
know, there was a time when bile Shee anei an You 
most conservative, patriot i nanan iad ee AE 
could find. Early in the centur eR oE ae cee 
ment whatsoever; they were fierce! i Het pict se By 
until they were forced off their own Br he See 1 pens 
and came to the cities — only to disc deas is Pepin 
| | over there weren't any bs — 
that they began to buy into this idea of ese 
in the meantime, because they were h eurin subsidy, gur 

at , y were hghting against institutional 
racism, they came together. They had ve i i té 

; €y had very strong communities, 

probani the strongest family unit in the country ar that time, and 

r - iehe 76 
they accomplished a lor. My dad's a great example. His mom and 


dad did not finish high school, but he got his Ph.D. at Ohio State, 
This was during the early 50s, when it wasn't easy. There were a lot 
of people who said blacks couldn't achieve, Institutional racism 
was the common enemy, so they went after it. But after that was 
resolved and pretty much eliminated, there has been this effort by 
some to keep us going in that direction — so when they cannot 
fnd institutional racism, they look at individual racism as if that 
represented this country, which it doesn't. As | said, I grew up very 
patriotic, thinking I could achieve anything | wanted to if I went 
out there and tried. But at the same time, I didn't think other peo- 
ple could do the same thing I did as an athlete. So there was some 
guilt, a feeling that I had to prop people up because they couldnt 
do it on their own. 
Rush: When you were playing with the Jets and Raiders, were 
you still liberal in your politics? 
Owens: Yes. 
Rush: Why? I know its a team game, and tt takes 22 guys, 
11 offense, 11 defense But you were a safety, basically 
youre one-on-one. You're out there on your own, and you suc- 
ceeded on your own because of your individual talent, 
your individual work habits, and your desire to be the best you 
could be. That's all conservatism is. 
Owens: But you have to be able to translate that to the real 
world. And I wasn't able co do that until I accessed free enterprise. 
That was when I realized I truly was no different than anybody 
else. People don’t have to lift 250 Ibs., they don't have to run the 
40 in 4.5. All they have to do is have a dream, have some courage, 
and get out there and work real hard — and stand up one more 
time after they have fallen down. Only by accessing the free enter- 
prise system could I really learn those lessons, because it had to 
happen to me. That's the problem with a lot of successes out 
there. Look at Hollywood. They're doing something than most 
people can't do. So not only is there guilt, but there's a liberal idea 
that goes along with that kind of success. 
Rush: Profound guilt, and that leads to the liberalism 
Owens: Profound. I'll tell you where you find a true conserva- 
tive, That’s the farmer. The farmer doesn't 
look to government; he looks further. He 
looks to the Heavenly Father. The farmer 
gets out there every single day, but he knows 
that once he plants the seed, and cultivates 
it, there’s nothing else he can do. Farmers 
build their businesses and their future on 
faith — that things will work out tf they 
continue to do the right things. That's what 
the black family was all about in the 30s, 
40s, and 50s. But once you begin to look to. i 
government as the source and means, there's no consistency, ia 
rhyme or reason. You know theres no control and nothing you can 
do to make a difference, so why try? 
Rush: So ir a false hope that leads to this destruction. Je 
Owens: It's a false hope to believe that government Is the se 
to an individual problem. A free enterpriscr seeks the indivi ual 
solution. A hireling is what the government turns people nk | e 
seeks no solution not provided for by somebody else, ang that 
leads totally to a feeling of hopelessness and victimization, because 
you have no control, This country was built, and the Constitution 
was built, on the fact that as individuals we have control over our 
future; we succeed or fail by our own decisions. 
Rush: Based on freedom. | 4 
Owens: Yes. Freedom is not only the right to succeed; its the 
right to fail ... and then learn to succeed, I have an caual apporti 
nity to become unequal. | don’t expect a guarantee or eq 


Owens: Because the message has to come 


from someone who is black, who - 
can take away all the excuses. I 
Look at me, I’m the same color, you have a Heavenly 
| have the same background, I've 
accessed the system we ve been 






told doesn’t work, and I'm here 
to tell you it works fine. 


results, If I get out there and work harder than the guy next to 
me, if I spend more time on the feld, if I spend more 
time in the office, if I risk more in my business, | 
should have a right to make more, to succeed more, 
than the guy next to me whos not willing to do 
those same things. That means no matter what 
color, what religion, I have the right to be better 

and receive better results. i 

Rush: Oh, no, Burgess! It's unfair if 

you do better than somebody else. Youve 

gor it all wrong, | 

Owens: Well, chat’s liberalism, and 

the end result of that attitude is that we have no 
championships. We have everybody being the same. 
No excirement. Who cares, if everybody plays to a te? 
That's not why | look at a football game. I look to see 
a winner at the end. That's when my adrenalin gets 
running. I'm one of those guys who just absolutely 
loves the underdog. During the 20s, 30s, 40s, 
black people were truly the underdog, And they 
proved what could happen when a people came 
together and fought to be better, Even with 
substandard books, they became college edu- 

cators, business owners. 

Rush: And they did it in segregated 

times. Dr. Thomas Sowell, who grew up 

in Harlem, loves to tell about how black 

students were doing just as well, even 

betrer, on test scores than students at 

white schools in New York. There was a 
tremendous amount of pride in these schools 

and in the homes. 

Owens: There was something to prove. Thats 
what happens when you get on any field of com- 
petition, and you know in your heart that youre 

as good as anyone else. And where does that come 
from? That 
knowledge comes 
from the fact 
that you know 


Father who is, as the Bible 

says, “no respecter of per- 

sons.” That was the fun- 

damental ching many in 

the black population 

believed then. 

Rush: And their families instilled char in them 

Owens: The family unit was strong because 

of it, 

Rush: But now you've got civil rights leaders who 

tell people, “You're not going to be anything because this 

country’s going to discriminate against you. So they grow 

up bitter and angry. 

Owens: There's a formula to keep in mind: “Needs times faith 
equals motivation.” All of us have needs: to have more income, 
more freedom, more options. But anything umes zero is still zero, 
You wonder why we have no motivation in the inner city. Irs 
because the faith is being stripped away. Number one, faith thar 
there's a God who believes in you. Number two, faith in this coun- 
try. And number three, faith in the individual. When you're con- 
vinced that individually you are up against insurmountable odds, 
thar no matter what you do because of your color, or whatever, 
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you cannot win, why should you go out there and try? So whatev- 
er needs there might be, when you multiply them times zero — 
zero faith in God, zero faith in this country, zero faith in yourself 
— youre going to get a zero motivation factor. 

Bur through the years, we've always had people willing to make 
a difterence, willing to pay the ultimate price. During the Civil 
War it was the Abolitionists, Blacks and whites developed the 
Underground Railroad, willing to give up their lives so people 
could become free. Then there were the civil rights Freedom 
Fighters. They came in all colors, backgrounds, religions, and they 
had a common goal: to be willing to give their lives if 
necessary to make sure people had opportunity and freedom and 
could vote. | think that in the 1990s the group that’s going to 
make the difference to the black community will be black conserv- 
atives. We won't be putting our physical lives at stake; we'll 
be putting our reputation up for attack, with no recourse. 
Rush: After | had spoken to the woman from Los Angeles who 
inspired you to call, I said to you, “If 
I could just have an hour with peo- 
ple like her, I feel I could persuade 
them to feel confident and comfort- 
able with this new Republican con- 
servative majority. And you in 
essence said, “Nice try, but you cant 
do it. Irs going to take people like 
me. Why is that? Why is it thar 
only black conservatives will have to 
be the new, shall we say, rebels today, 
to go out and lay your reputations 
on the line and persuade the black 
population at large? How come I 
cant do it? 
Owens: Because the message has 
to come from someone who is 
black, who can take away all the 
excuses. | think this is the key 
to bringing people over from the 
losing side to the winning 
side. When I think about people 
Í consider my heroes — Harriet 
Tubman, Frederick Douglass, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., my dad — 
they take away all the excuses 
people have about why they can't 
succeed. So I look ar the black 
conservative as someone who has 
an obligation, number one, to become successful. IF we can't 
become successful in the free enterprise system, then nothing 
we say is going to make a difference. 
Rush: So you have to be able to tell the doubters, “Hey, look at 
me — I've done it, 1 know what I'm talking about, I’m not blow- 
ing smoke.” 
Owens: Look at me, I’m the same color, I have the same back- 
ground, I've accessed the system weve been told doesn't work, and 
I'm here to tell you it works fine. For those who say | only think 
this way because of my monetary success in football, | want to tell 
you and your readers something that until now only a few people 
knew. As a matter of fact, my Dad will be finding these details out 
for the first time when he reads this 

In the late 80s, one of my businesses was a computer product | 
totally believed in. I put everything on the line to make ir work — 
including my house and my life savings. But it failed. So I found 
myself starting all over at ground zero. In 1989 and into 1990 I 
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worked six different jobs, one as a chimney sweep. Another one 
selling beds. At one point I’d work from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in tele- 
marketing, and then go to work in a security guard booth from 12 
a.m. to 6 a.m. I would go to a friend’s house, take off my uniform 
and start all over again. Now, five years later, through my own 
business, | am one of five exclusive U.S. distributors for a premier 
Windows-based software program, EnVision Software. 

Rush: Congratulations! 

Owens: The point is, did I enjoy having to go through that 
struggle? Nor at all. No one enjoys being totally out of their com- 
fort zone. But do I regret having to go through those times? Not at 
all. Now I understand more than ever that only through struggle 
and persistence can we take advantage of the special ralents we all 
have hidden within. Irs not the Super Bowl ring that I wear, but 
the character and resolve that I exhibit during the down times, 
that defines me as a champion. 

Those who believe that behind every obstacle there's a racist, 
have in turn become racist. I don't 
look at an obstacle as something that 
somebody's doing against me. I look 
at it as an opportunity to gain some 
character, to learn a great lesson of 
life, so 1 can turn back one day and 
tell somebody, “You know what? I 
made it through that — you can do 
the same thing.” Because we deal 
with people, we're going to have 
folks who might not like us, people 
who, for whatever reason, don’t want 
us to succeed. I’m not going to look 
at that as a racial issue; I look at that 
as a people issue, and figure our how 
Í can get around it. 

Rush: What happens, Burgess, 
when you hear that Reagan was a 
racist? What do you think? 
Owens: | think it’s a shame, 
because in the eighties so many ben- 
efits came to so many people. 
Anyone can access this information 
just like I do — all you have to do is 
go to the library, look up the facts, 
and you'll see that there's never been 
a time in our history when more 
people did better, when the black 
Peon ceca class increased in terms of 
yercentage more than any othe | ; ! 
opencd T There were H E N A ee HS 
same time giving to charities increased “ie ee. ie 
the history of this country. When Anna SA Bee tuDe a 
eke Richie Soo cane are optimistic about 
their future, they give more, 
Rush: | want to go back to your explanation of 
between a conservative and a libe 
I've ever heard 
ana: The conservative says we're both egual, we both 
ave an opportunity; it takes work, ir takes drive 
ing, bur if [ can do it, you can do ir. The ' 
close, he hugs you, he whispers in your ear 
me do it for you. Matter of facr, you 
year after year.” What happens with 
loss of pride, a loss of belief thar you 
the same time it empowers the liberal, 
Rush: What an insult — Hey, you can't do it withour me. 
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Owens: The bottom line is, opportunity is there for us. 
Have a dream, go for it big time, and don’t let anybody tell 
ou that you cant achieve what you want to, Be willing to fail, 
though, and when you do fail, look in the mirror and ask, “Where 
can I improve next time?” Dont look to point your finger at some- 
one else as a reason for your own failure. That's the Jiberal’s answer. 
Rush: Do you think you could reform a gang member, if some- 
body arranged for you to go sit down and talk to him? 

Owens: I could — only if that gang member wanted to hear 
the truth. I understand one thing about truth. Truth will set 
you free, but only if you accept it. And I can’t dictate, I can't 
legislate, I cant make people accept anything I have to say. All 
I can do is be the very best example I can be, provide the very best 
for my family, my community. In the process of being successful, 
folks begin to open up. People who are always seeing a racist 
behind every corner, every obstacle, are not very happy people. 
And if they're striving to be happy, one day they'll look up and say, 
“You know, there’s somebody who 
has overcome, who is succeeding. 
Their family is close. How do I need 
to change my attitude to do the 
same thing?” Only through that 
process can someone truly become 
successful. They have to make the 
decision. Success is not a matter of 
chance; it’s a matter of choice. And 
every one of us in this country has a 
choice, every single day, how we're 
going to take that day. 

Rush: Thirty years ago the illegiti- 
macy rate in this country was at five 
or six percent; today it is 30 percent, 
and in some segments of the black 
population it is near 70 percent. 
Now let's say you want to go talk to 
members of a broken family, young 
kids, to try to convince them that 
the path you've taken is available to 
them, too. Can it be done? 
Owens: It can be. The bottom 
line is that the successful family unit 
is actually what makes this country 
strong. There has to be a visionary 
leader of that unit. That comes 
down to the man. The man has to 
understand his responsibility to pro- | et: P 
tect, provide, and do whatever it takes to make that family wor 
— and to be accountable. As someone coming in from the out- 
side, the best I could do, again, is be an example. My wife Josie 
and I actually talked about this when we decided on some long- 
term goals. We asked, in essence, what we were going to mean. 
After we leave this earth, what will we mean to other people, as 
they think of Burgess and Josie Owens: And we decided chat our 
mark will be to have an impact on the family unit. We ERNE 
back into the black community, set up schools if that’s what it 
takes, teach kids free enterprise, teach that they're God's children, 
thar they're not all by themselves. Through thar example, we re 
going to one at a time bring those kids out. AAE 
Rush: How are you going to do this, when theres this ove 
whelming eagerness to keep God out of schools: a 
Owens: When | was growing up, Rush, | was told: in or g 5 
keep a friend, keep religion and politics out of any atria 
Well, I’ve got a tip for America, and for everybody reading this 


“One: success is 
not designed to be 
easy. Two: success 
is based on failure. 

Three: the only 
difference between 

a failure and a success 
is that the success 
decides to get up 

one more time.” 
— BURGESS OWENS 


ter: In order to keep our country, we're going to have to find the 
courage to talk abour God and free enterprise. God transcends all 
religions, and free enterprise transcends all politics. Our country 
was based on those pillars. We've gotten to the point that were so 
tolerant of atheism that we become intolerant of the different ways 
that we do worship. We can't afford as a country and as a people to 
continue to be intimidated, and to believe we can't talk about what 
made this country great: God and free enterprise. 
Rush: Tell you what, I’m happy to be on your team. 
Owens: | feel the same way, Rush. By the way, there's a book 
[ would suggest, if you wouldn't mind me making this note: 
The Compassionate Capitalist, by Rich DeVos. True capitalism IS 
very simply this. One word: service. If you service correctly, if you 
ask yourself, “How can I be a better server?” then you will make all 
kinds of money in this country. And you have nothing to feel 
guilty about, because people have needed what you have, and 
you've worked hard to make sure they got exactly what they need- 
ed. [ would highly recommend this 
book to anybody who wants to 
understand what makes this country 
tick. There's one more thing. 
Rush: Go ahead. 
Owens: All of us — black, white, 
Jewish, Christian, whatever — have 
a common enemy. That enemy is 
called average. There are so many 
people who don’t mind being aver- 
age. But if you're average, you cant 
help anybody. You can’t affect your 
kids, because they're going to grow 
up average. We have to desire to be 
above average. We have to pay the 
price to be the very best we can be. 
Only by being my best can I have 
the best environment for my kids to 
grow up, and they can impact my 
community, and we can impact the 
state, and eventually impact this 
entire country. And that’s where it 
starts — in my living room, at my 
kitchen table, making sure that I’m 
being the very best example, as my 
dad and mom were for me. 
Rush: Burgess, thanks. | want 
copies of this interview expressed to 
Jesse Jackson and the Congressional 
Black Caucus. 
Owens: | just wanted to tell you, Rush, that your experiences 
are the same as anyone who's had to pay a price. The bigger differ- 
ence you believe you're going to make, the bigger obstacles 
will come at you. So I’ve always welcomed the times we've tripped 
up. When that happens, Josie and I look at each other and 
say, “You know, we're going to be great!” We're going to make 
a great impact one day. And it’s because all our setbacks, big 
and small, proved that we had a lot of growing up to do, a lot 
of character building to get done. From that we can impact a lot 
of people. 
Rush: I hope you stay confident and resolved. You're a great guy 
— I'm happy | stumbled across your path. 
You can contact Burgess Owens at 
PO, Box 234, New London, PA 19360, 
(215-440-6335) 
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Many people say I need to be balanced with equal time. Not so — I AM... 


EC 


A sampling of my genius, to be widely quoted and disseminated 


FOOD POLICE 

According to the food police, far is the 
worst substance in existence. Manu- 
facturers responded to this fat hysteria by 
bombarding the public with “lowfat” 
food. But now homemakers are complain- 
ing. Their cakes are collapsing, their cook- 
ies are inedible, and their fried foods are 
burning. Since 1993 Nabisco has received 
hundreds of complaints from people who 
ruined their favorite recipes when they 
cooked with low-fat margarine. Low-fat 
apparently isnt cutting the mustard. “Fat 
makes the world go round,” says Arun 
Kilara, food professor at Penn State 
University. She explains chat the water 
used to make lowfat 
margarine quickly 
evaporates when 
heated, ruining 
any food 


ual Time 


baked or fried in it. “The very shape of 
some baked goods exists because of the 
structure of fat,” says Kilara. The kicker is 
that margarine may be worse for your 
health than butter, according to some 
researchers ... because the hydrogenated 
fat used to make ir may actually double 
the risk of a heart attack. So if any of you 
food police out there wound up with 
burned cookies or soggy buns over the 
holidays ... consider it your just desserts! 
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B-BALL BLUES 

While I don’t want to appear 
to be piling on you liberals, I’ve 
got some news that will add to 
your despair. Coming under 
attack is the centerpiece of the 
liberal prescription to solve 
inner-city crime: the basketball 
court. In Lexington, Kentucky, 
Police Chief Larry Walsh and 
Housing Authority Director 
Austin Simms have taken down 
the goals on two basketball 
courts. [hey claimed the courts, 
located in a public housing 
complex, had become a haven 
for crime and drugs. Many 
young people in the complex 
are angry, but the housing 
director points out that before 
the goals were cut down there 
were four shootings in the area 
— and not a single disturbance 
in the neighborhood since. 
Residents of the housing project 
have praised the decision, and 
say they're glad to get their 
neighborhood back. Local edi- 
torialists are unhappy; typical of 
liberals. Just like Vice President 
Algore’s support of midnight 
basket-ball; It’s great ... so long 
as its for somebody else’s kids, 
and not theirs, 


LIBERAL COMPASSION 
The human misery of Rwan- 


home to gorillas and elephants. 
And for years it was off limits to 
man ... which made it a par- 
adise! Since they arrived, the 
refugees have been doing terri- 
ble things. They go in the 
woods, and chop down trees, 
then actually burn the wood 
to cook their food! If thar 
werent awful enough, some of 
the refugees have taken to sell- 
ing the wood. Trade. Barter. 
Capitalism. In the wild! An 
environmental consultant for 
one of the local refugee agencies 
is indignant. He says that while 
refugees cooking with forest 
wood might be “tolerated,” he is 
“disgusted” chat some of the re- 
fugees would dare sell it! You 
see, my friends, amidst human 
tragedy, in the face of human 
adversity you can always 
count on compassionate liberals 
to hold fast to their principles. 
Protect the trees and animals; to 
hell with mankind! 


BusiNess BLUES 

What do The Washington 
Post, The Los Angeles Times, 
Long Island Newsday, The Wall 
Street Journal, and The New 
York Times have in common? 
They are losing customers, 
according to the Audit Bureau 
of Circulation. One reason 
“experts” give is that most 
newspapers have raised prices. 
But these are the same 
liberals who don't believe tax 
hikes produce downturns in 
the economy; so how can 
they believe price hikes hurt 
their business? The deputy 
publisher for Newsday blames 
... the public. He says cus- 
comers must not be too loyal 


Love STORY 

For years I’ve told you that liberals think 
government is the answer to every problem. 
Now a town supervisor in upstate New York 
has a proposal to bring people together — 
and to bring government closer to people. He 
wants local government to go into the match- 
making business. The supervisor, Paul Feiner, 
who admits he “sees government a little dif- 
ferently than others,” has come up with a 
great slogan to sell the idea: “Why go to the 


bars when you can go to government?’ Feiner 
believes his government-sponsored Cupid 
service would help change the image of gov- 
ernment. “Instead of being totally upset and 
disgusted with politicians,” Feiner says, “peo- 
ple might say, ‘Gosh, that’s really nice, some- 
body cares.” Folks, this is the local version of 
the “I feel-your-pain” style of government 
that has become the hallmark of liberalism in 
the 90s. Talk about looking for love in all the 
wrong places! 





CLASS ENVY 


Say you work hard all your life, become a 
success, and decide to move your family to 
the ‘burbs. You buy some property, You tear 
down the house on it ... and build a better 
house. This helps the local economy by creat- 
ing jobs. Your big house also raises property 
values in the neighborhood, It's the American 
dream, right? Wrong. To liberals, it's evil. In a 
recent issue of Newsweek, an article titled 
“Here Come the Joneses” characterizes this 
scenario of moving up and building your 
dream house as “encroaching affluence.” And 
affluent people are not welcome in Hinsdale, 
[linots, a suburb of Chicago. The town 
passed a law this fall to prohibir all residential 
demolition, fearing people would continue 


Go FLY A KITE 

Formula One air racing, a growing 
sport around the country, features home- 
built planes; race participants must meet 
certain engine and weight specifications. 
Four guys — Jon Sharp, Steve Ericson, 
Cory Bird and Dan Bond — teamed up 
and built a plane they called “Nemesis.” 
Following all the rules, they took full 
advantage of their expertise and new tech- 
nology. They won 17 of 19 races — the 
highest winning percentage of any plane 
racing today — and they have been asked 
to represent America at the Paris Áir 
Show. Buc they have provoked anger and 


building dream houses ... on therr property. 
The ban was lifted two weeks later, when vil- 
lage crustees were threatened with legal 
action. Why do local whiners resent the 
affluent so much? Architect Andres Duany 
is quoted as saying: “A lot of the problem 


swith the new monstrous houses is theyre 


so aggressive, so obnoxious, so pretentious.” 
He goes on to say that “nowadays a very 
vulgar class has economic clout.” This 
from an architect — a guy who should 
be happy thar people want to build houses. 
I'll tell you what this is, folks. It's class 
envy. You liberals oughta just lighten up 
[ propose a variation on that unique 
American homily: “Be tt ever so costly ... 
there's no place like home!” 


them of damaging competition ... because 
they won so often. He was annoyed that 
their winning seemed “effortless.” He 
then wondered what could be done to 
stop the team from competing so well. 
Could they be talked into “easing off?” 
Could rules be made to limit the use of 
technology? Another illustration of how 
competition, excellence, and achievement 
are under attack in this country. The 
“Nemesis” team should tell such critics to 
go fly a kite ... and leave flying planes to 
the big boys! 






KILLER GENE? 

In February 1991, Stephen Mobley walked 
into a Domino's Pizza in Georgia, cleaned out 
the cash register and shot the store manager to 
death. Before he pulled the trigger he made 
the manager beg for his life and “joked” about 
applying for his job. A month later, after com- 
mitting another half-dozen armed robberies, 
Mobley was apprehended following a high- 
speed chase though Atlanta. Mobley’s lawyers 
claim he is genetically predisposed to crime; a 
killer gene made him do it. They say Mobley 
may not be capable of free will ... because 
other members of his extended family are 
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criminals; they have been convicted of mur- 
der, rape, and robbery. To support their claim, 
the defense points to a Harvard University 
Medical School study that supposedly identi- 
fies a genetic mutation which predisposes 
people toward violence. What is a compas- 
sionate society to do? A fair and compassion- 
ate society would genetically test every 
child. If the killer gene is found, the 
kid should be given a life sentence ahead of 
ume ... before he can commit murder. Save 
the potential victims! Is thar any more 
absurd than this stupid “killer 
defense? Hmmm? 


hogar Or Boe Lane. bow fa danaa 


competition. I 




















SPEAKER OF THE House: NEWT GINGRICH 
(GEORGIA) “We have to replace the welfare state 
with an opportunity society,” says Mr. Newt (an 
hononhc term I have created in the Sam Rayburn 
tradition, who was called “Mr, Sam”). "Ir is 
impossible to take the Great Society structure of 
bureaucracy, the redistributionist model of how 
wealth is acquired, and the counter- p 
culture value system that now perme- 
ates the way we deal with the poor, 
and have any hoping of fixing them. 
They are a disaster. They ruin the 
poor, they create a culture of poverty 
and a culture of violence which is de- 
structive of this civilization, and they 


have to be replaced thoroughly and Newt G 


from the ground up.” He adds, “And 
thar means we have to say to the counterculture. 
Nice try, you failed, youre wrong.’ ... This is a 
muscular society and we've been kidding our- 
selves about it. The New Hampshire slogan is, 
‘Live free or die.” It is not, ‘Live free or whine.” 

| quote Mr. Newt at length because first, his 
ideas matter enormously to the country’s direc- 
tion. But also because his most profound observa- 
tions will not make it to the nightly news. (One 
nonpartisan study found thar berween Labor Day 
and October 20, Gingrich’s national media cover- 
: age was /00 percent negative 
Here's Robert Wright in The 
New Republic: “I say we beat 
the noxious little butterball 
to a pulp.” Typical.) Elected 
in 1978. the former history 
professor quickly formed the 
Conservative Opportunity 
Society and began building a 
leadership team that today 
controls the House and has significant leverage in 
the Senate. He's the strategist who invented the 
Contract With America, which check- 
mated the Democrats into making the 
mid-term elections a contest between 
Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton 
MAJORITY LEADER: Dick ARME} 
(TEXAS) “The politics of confronta- 
tion works and the politics of appease- 
ment fails,” Armey said after Clinton's 
election, “What are we going to do — 
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Though the press and the left (which may be the same thing) have not yet come to grips with 
this reality, these are the people who are now setting the agenda in Washington. Below are the 
new Majority leaders and key committee chairmen, for your handy reference. 


bargain with them? ... What do we say, ‘We'll 
accept your principle if you'll do just a little bit 
less of it? I think it’s more productive for the 
party to say, ‘Look, you're fundamentally incor- 
rect.  Armey’s new mission is to marshal the 
votes to implement the Contract, Though he is a 
genuinely nice guy (even The New York Times 
qJ admits he has “a sunny demeanor”) 
Armey, an economist, describes him- 
self as a “budget commando,” and he 
wants to make the flat tax the center- 
piece of the 1996 Republican agenda 
Armey also favors amending the 
Constitution to allow for voluntary 
school prayer. “We would like to 


ingrich experiment with prayer in schools now 


that we've had 30 years of your expen- 
ment with condom distribution.” He 
and Mr, Newt work well in tandem 
(“Armcey put aside my ego,” says Ging- 
rich, “and | put aside Armey’s”). Armey 
notes. “We do nor view ourselves as a 
temporary strike force. We view our- 
selves as a permanent presence.” 

Majority Wir: Tom DeLay 
(TEXAS) After winning a three-way race 
for the No. 3 position, DeLay went 
before C-SPAN cameras and announced 
he would be a workhorse, rather than a star A 
former pest control executive first elected to the 
House in 1984, DeLay fiercely opposes govern- 
ment regulauion. He supports tax cuts and budget 
cuts, and is known as one of the party's leaders in 
deregularory legislation. The “Job Creation and 
Wage Enhancement Act” in the Contract With 
America is the handiwork of the working group 
he headed during the 103rd Congress. The Act 
calls for the end of unfunded mandates, and also 
requires a cost-benefit analysis before proposed 
regulations are approved. What a concept! 

BUDGET; JOHN KASICH (OHIO) 
During the 1993 budget debate, John 
Kasich threw down the gauntlet. “Mr. 
President, if you are watching, will you 
please give us your specifics? We are 
ured of generalities ... Shame on you, 
Mr. President.” Kasich offered his own 
specifics: a GOP’budger alternative that 
would have reduced the deficit by 





John Kasich 


conservative politics) give 
him a credibility with the 
press that few Republicans 
can match. 


more than $425 billion over 
five years with a $500 chil- 
dren's tax credit and no tax 
increases. His gambit was 
effective. Kasich’s budget re- 
ceived more votes than any 
Republican budget in seven 
years, Clinton's budget car- 
ried the day, bur it only 
passed by one vote and 
nearly depleted White House political capital 


Bill Archer 


Now the shoe ts on the other foor. When the 


Balanced Budget Amendment — the corner- 
stone of the GOP's Contract — passes in Jan- 
uary, all eyes will be on Kasich to present a 
workable plan for taming the federal budget 
Because of his past solid work, Kasich brings 
enormous credibility to this key position. i 
WAYS AND MEANS: BILL ARCHER (TEXAS) A 
conservative replacing “Rosty” Rostenkowski as 
head of America’s tax-writing committee? It's hap- 
pened, Archer is another Texas Re- 
publican eager to slash taxes, He 
wants to abolish the current income 
tax code and start over, either with a 
flat tax or a consumption-based sales 
tax. After toiling for 22 years in 
Democrat-controlled Ways and 
Means, powerless to enact reforms, 
Archer is champing at the bit, eager 
to pass a balanced budget amend- 
_ ment to clamp down on spending, 
and to eliminate the capital gains tax, 
BANKING AND FINANCIAL SERVICES (FORMERLY 
BANKING, FINANCE AND URBAN AFFAIRS): JIM 
LEACH (IOWA) Few Republicans voted against 
George Bush more often than did Jim Leach, 
Leach also led the attack against Ronald Reagan’s 
Central American, South African and arms con- 
trol policies. Why might such a friend of Dem- 
ocrats, a soft-spoken man in a blue sweater, give 
el? E ah arae a 
| as chair of the banking com- 
mittee, Leach is hell bent on finding out the facts 
about Whitewater and | 
Madison Guaranty, Leach's 
reputation for honesty and 
his lack of partisan thetoric 
(and, especially, his non- 
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THe SENATE 


MAJORITY LEADER: BoB DOLE 
(KANSAS) A World War II hero, Bob 
Dole shows no signs of slowing 
down. In the first year of Clinton's 
presidency, he visited 39 states, 
appeared on 31 television talk shows, 
and 19 morning shows. In 1994, 
Dole led Republican opposition to 
Clinton's $16.3 billion economic 
stimulus package, kept GOP troops 
unified in opposition to the Clinton health care 
, — plan, and campaigned for 
dozens of Republican can- 
didates for the House and 
Senate. Now, for che 
second time in a decade, 
Dole is Senate Majority 
Leader Applying right- 
ward pressure Is Sen. 
Trent Lott Phil Gramm of Texas, 
— who, like Dole, 1s consider- 
ing a run for president 
ASSISTANT Majority LEADER 
(WHIP): TRENT LOTT (MISSISSIPPI) 
In a one-vote victory on Dec.2, Lott 
— the conservative ally of Phil 
Gramm and Newt Gingrich — 
defeated Wyoming's Alan Simpson, a 
Dole ally, to become the No, Two 
Republican in the Senate, Lott vigor- 
ously opposed Bush's tax increase of 
1990, warning that if the White 
i House thought the budget 
deal would be easy to pass, 
“they're smoking some- 
thing.” Lott went on to 
oppose Clinton's massive 
tax increase in 1993, and 
helped engineer the defeat 
of the stimulus bill by dis- 
tributing buttons to Senate 
members which said, “It’s 
the spending, stupid,” If Dole runs for president 
in 1996, Lort will effectively be the GOP's Senate 
operational leader. 
BUDGET: PETE DOMENIC! (NEW 
Mexico) No sooner did President 
Clinton — who had promised two 
dollars in cuts for every dollar 
increase in taxes — trumpet his eco- 
nomic program in a February 1993 
speech ro Congress than did Pete 
Domenici, the Senate's reigning 


Robert Dole 











“deticit hawk,” train his fire on the 
Administration. “I have concluded 
that it’s $1 in new taxes for 44 cents in 
expenditure reductions, Domenici 
charged. Domenici, who replaces Jim 
“Daaafficic” Sasser, helped usher 
through Reagan's 1981 supply-side tax 
cuts as Budget chairman 

FINANCE: BOB PACKWOOD (ORE- 
GON) Though Packwood replaces 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, his agenda for 
the powerful Senate Finance commit- [~ 
tee is yet unclear, In 1985 he said, “I 
kind of like the present tax code.” 
But he is also a leader in the fight to 
cur the capital gains rate (which 
would be a big boon for the umber 
industry in Oregon). The politics 
here are fascinating; given Bob Dole 
and Phil Gramms presidential ambi- 
tions and possible distractions, the 
staunchly conservative views of freshmen 
Senators may very well help sec the 
Finance Committee's course. 
BANKING, HOUSING AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS: ALFONSE D'AMATO (NEW 
York) D'Amato, a Dole ally, is a 
| provocative Brooklyn politico with a 
flair for publicity (singing “e-i-e-1-0" 
on the Hoor of the Senate last summer 
co highlight the pork in Clinton’s 
crime package, for example). 
Frustrated by the Democrats’ past : 
whitewashing of the Whitewater 
affair, D’Amato is determined to get 
to the bottom of it. He plans to begin 
hearings in February, forcing top 
Clinton Administration officials to 
divert energy toward defending them- 
selves rather than thwarting the Re- 
publican agenda. 

ARMED SERVICES: STROM THUR- 
MOND (SOUTH CAROLINA) This Southern con- 
servative hasn't always been a Republican. He 
was a Democratic governor of South 
Carolina from 1947 to 1951, and was 
clected to Congress in 1954 as a 
Democrat — and a write-in candidare 
— with 63 percent of the vote. 
Stormin’ Strom Thurmond turned 92 
on Dec. 5 and can't wait to get on 
with the business of rearming an in- 
creasingly hollow American military. 
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In fact, he gave up his position as ranking Re- 
publican member of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee last year (where he'd been a staunch sup- 
porter of Clarence Thomas's nominanon to the 
Supreme Court) to take this important post. 
FOREIGN RELATIONS: JESSE HELMS (NORTH 
CAROLINA) This pugnacious 73-year-old former 
Democrat and journalist wears the artacks of lib- 
erals and the media as a badge of honor. The 
furor he aroused in November for doubting 
President Clinton's ability to serve as Com- 
mander-in-Chief was vintage Helms. And, 
despite liberal hysteria, few Americans disagreed. 
In 1992 Helms underwent quadruple-bypass 
surgery, was diagnosed in 1991 with a rare 
bone disease, and has been treated for prostate 
cancer. Richard Lugar of Indiana is the second- 
ranking Republican and would likely be 
Helms's successor were he unable ro 
complete his term. 

LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES: 
NANCY LANDON KASSEBAUM 
(KANSAS) Bold welfare reform ts 
America’s top priority — three out of 
four Americans told pollsters on elec- 
tion day that it should be Wash- 
ington'’s No. One concern. But liber- 
als are savaging Republicans as 
heartless ogres, bent on destroying women and 
children. Kassebaum’s com- | | | 
mittee is where the welfare 
sparks will fly this spring in 
the Senate. What does the 
daughter of the 1936 Repub- 
lican nominee for president, 
AIF Landon, want done with 
welfare? Pack it up and ship i 
it out to the states, she says Nancy Kassebaum 
Kassebaum, a former broad- i 
casting executive, disappointed 
Democrats who thought she could 
be counted as an ally when she 
opposed Clinton's family and medical 
leave bill: “I feel it is wrong for us 
to mandate benefits.” Kassebaum 
replaces Ted Kennedy, who will 
be sorely missed. 

JUDICIARY: ORRIN HATCH (UTAH) 
Hatch, who is strongly pro-life, vigor- 
ously defended the Supreme Court nominations 
of Clarence Thomas and Robert Bork. The ide- 
ological and stylistic differ- r- 

ence between Hatch and his 
predecessor, Senator Joe 
Biden couldnt be more pro- 
found, and the change will 
likely stanch the flow of lib- 
eral Clinton appoinrments 
onto federal court benches 
around the country. a 
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Hillary Clinton 
“Sometimes I read about myself and I say, 
‘Ooo, I don’t like her at all.” 
— HILLARY CLINTON, QUOTED IN 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 
Ditto 


“I think the President has to stand 
for what he's stood for. He has to stick 
with his principles.” 

— HILLARY CLINTON, QUOTED IN 
THE BOSTON GLORE 
Which are? 





“I don't know yet what exactly the mes- 
sage from the voters was. Like many other 
countries, ours is searching for political 
meaning after the Cold War.” 

— HILiary CLINTON, UPI 
Heres the message from the voters: 

No, no, no, no, no. 


“Lam married to the greatest political 
person of our generation.” 

— HILLARY CLINTON, EXPLAINING TO A BBC INTER- 
VIEWER WHY SHE DOESN'T WANT A 
POLITICAL CAREER FOR HERSELF, QUOTED IN 
THE WASHINGTON POST 
Spoken by the smartest woman 
who ever lived 


"There is no need to panic ... What 
[Chnton] needs to do is stay focused on 
those areas where he's credible.” 

— TONY COELHO, QUOTED IN 
THE WASHINGTON PosT 
Which are? 


“It's Reaganism with vituperation and 
anger ... The House people are kind of 
Republican storm troopers.” 

— MARIO CUOMO, ON THE NEW REPUBLICAN 
MAJORITY IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AP 
Marto. Its aver 


See r 








Mario Cuomo 
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“We saw angry white men going to the 
GOP in the election. ...Look at the politi- 
cal ads. Crime, welfare, that’s all aimed at 

blacks ... [Republicans] are going to be 

mean-spirited, vindictive and racist in 
their approach,” 
— Rer Louis Stokes (D, OH), QUOTED IN 
THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
Folks, I predict this is what will pass 
for political argument from the lefi in 
the coming months. 


“The Democrats aren't getting it done, 
so we didn't elect them. We want change 
and we expect more from our rulers.’ 
It's like a Nike commercial. Just do it; do 
It now; do it quickly.” 

— STAN GREENBERG, CLINTON POLLSTER, ON HIS 
VIEW OF THE “MESSAGE OF THE MIDTERM 
ELECTIONS, QUOTED IN THE New YORK TIMES 
“Our rulers 72 Mr. Greenberg, Americans 
dont want “rulers.” Thats what this election 
was about. 


“Everybody would like to have a tax cut. 
I'd like to have a tax cut. But che cost of 
doing that is to give away [our] very hard- 
won fiscal discipline,” 

— ALICE RIVLIN, BUDGET DIRECTOR, QUOTED IN 
THE BOSTON GLOBE, ON GOP BUDGET 
PROPOSALS, WHICH SHE CALLED “NONSENSE” 
AND “POTENTIAL FRAUD,” 

Madam, its not your money 


“When Congressman Newt Gingrich 
was a graduate student at Tulane 
University, I baptized him by immersion 
into the membership of the St. Charles 
Avenue Baptist Church. Perhaps I didn't 
hold him under long enough.” 

— THe REV. G. Avery LEE, LETTER TO TIME 
Good Lord! And they call Republicans 


mean-spirited. 
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Alice Rivlin 
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Yasser Arafat 
“This [Republican Congress] is a group of 
people who have never had the power that 
goes with the position of leadership. And 
whether they exercise it with responsibility 
or go pell-mell into a kind of philosophical 
jihad ... will determine what we do.” 
— LEON PANETTA, WHITE HOUSE CHIEF OF 
STAFF, QUOTED IN THE WASHINGTON POST 
Mr Panetta. They won. 


“The Republicans’ Contract With America 
should have been called the ‘Contract to Get 
Rid of Black People.” 

— ROSCOE BROWN, FORMER AIDE TO 
FORMER New YORK Crry Mayor DAVID 
DINKINS, DURING GUEST LECTURE IN DINKINS’ 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY COURSE, “CRITICAL 
ISSUES IN URBAN PUBLIC POLICY,” QUOTED 
IN THE New YORK POST 
Talk about paranoia! 
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“(The Republicans] want to abolish Sup- 
plemental Security Income, and throw some- 
body who worked for 40 years on the street 
if they go blind or develop Alzheimer’s.” 
— JACK NEWFIELD, COLUMNIST, IN 
THE New YORK Posr 
The hysteria continues, 


PS TO 125 Caggigmis 
- muin, 


“You are still saddled with a staff better suit- 
ed for employment with Disney's America 
than the Executive Office of the President.” 
— “ANGRY” UNNAMED AIDES IN MEMO TO LEON 
PANETTA, LEAKED TO THE WASHING TON POST 
The White House is a Mickey Mouse operation? 


“Well, I'm not going then.” 

— YASSER ARAFAT, A “Tom & JERRY” FAN, ON 
= RELOCATION PLANS AFTER HE LEARNED THE 
JAZA STRIP DIDN'T SHOW THE CARTOON | JET y 
WORK, QUOTED IN THE Wane STR ¥ OL sal ` 

If he moved to Washington, he could be E 


3 Ee gee ise a Ea 
entertained by the ite Hone saff : 
i A 


hal | T kà m 









COM! ‘di yr 


I” 


a as 
r . 


"= . um 











Zx THE SECOND + 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 











Continued from page 4 | TN 


minded, intolerant, racists — the usual list. 
But those clichés are tired, and the litany of 
baseless charges can no longer pass for 
debate. It is the liberals who must defend 
the mean-spirited and destructive system 
their cherished ideas have created; it is the 
liberals who must justify the sad and dan- 
gerous places that the once-great American 
cities have become; it 1s the liberals who 
must explain the cultural debris engulfing 
thousands upon thousands of bitter people 
— who, because they are imprisoned by 
welfare, they are robbed of their character- 
building institutions, their self-esteem, 
their hope in the future. The consequences 
of liberalism are indefensible. 

Yet liberals continue to defend the nanny 
state, the notion that government — in all 
its various eccentric incarnations in 
Washington — is your friend. Let me illus- 
trate. A fascinating exchange took place 
recently between Newt Gingrich and a 
reporterette after Republicans announced 
they were eliminating “Commemoratives” 
— the dubious federal practice of declaring 
and celebrating odd occasions such as 
National Pizza Week, National Walking 
Week, National Radon Action Week, and 
the like. The infobabe complained that the 
Commemorative program was “a drop in 
the bucker.” It cost only thousands, not 
millions, of taxpayer dollars, she indignant- 
ly pointed out. “Besides, it makes people 


feel good,” 


r. Newr was not cowed by her 
argument, or by her sneering 
tone. “That's exactly the debate,’ 
he shot back. “Democrats believe 
government makes people feel good. We 
believe a smaller government, with less of a 
burden, with less intrusion in your life, will 
make you feel even better than the 
Democrats’ offer of bigger government and 
more pork.” As to her defense of things like 
National Forest System Month, he 
declared: “Maybe that will be one of the 
debating points of the ‘96 campaign. Dem- 
ocrats can promise to bring back Com- 
memoratives; we'll promise to cut taxes, 
and we'll see who wins.” 

Washington Post columnist Mary Mc- 
Grory accuses Gingrich of “the guttersnipe 
japery that is the distinguishing mark of 
the Gor House member.” But Gingrich has 
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Welfare As We Know It 


Projected 1995 Government Welfare Spending 
[In billions of Dollars) 


Housing Aid 
($21.7) 


Medicaid 
($180.0) 


Education Aid Training and Jobs Programs 


($16.0) 
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(as usual) nailed it. Whether or not govern- 
ments purpose is to make people feel good 
is exactly the debate. Liberals have been 
selling the feel-good version of government 
for much of this century — to solve any 
problem, to enact social justice, to advance 
progress, to further “the greater good,” it 
must be government that acts. 

Buc this election demonstrated that 
Americans no longer believe in liberalism’s 
utopia. On November 8, they voted to 
return to an earlier idea: that to truly 
unleash the power of the individual, and 
the creativity of the human spirit, and the 
moral and spiritual guidance of the family, 
the community, the churches and syna- 
gogues, government power must be limit- 
ed. The 30-year experiment in federal 
beneficence has crashed and burned. My 
friends, the left does not want to hear this, 
but the election of 1994 demonstrated that 
millions of American voters well remember 
older, wiser ideas. Such as: “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable 


Food Nutrition Service 
($40.7) 


| Cash Assistance 
(AFDC, EITC & SSI) 
($79.2) 





Urban and Community Aid ($3.9) 


Targeted and Means-Tested 
Social Services 


($6.7) 


($5.4) 


Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

Liberals are constantly scolding the rest 
of us that we can’t turn back the clock. “I 
dont think the American people have 
voted in any way co turn the clock back,” 
insists Hillary Clinton. But as the great 
C.S. Lewis pointed our: Of course you can 
turn back a clock. And when the clock 1s 
wrong, that is exactly what you should do. 

[| am, like Mr. Newt, a great believer in 
the future. I dont waste my time waxing 
nostalgic about the good old days or living 
in the past. Buc in this case, the Second 
American Revolution this election repre- 
sented was made possible by a reaffirma- 
tion of the ideas in the First Revolution — 
as kept alive in our national treasures: The 
U.S. Constituuon; The Declaration of 
Independence; the legacy of wisdom from 
the Founding Fathers. And the wisest idea 
is this, as stated by Mr, Newt: “Power does 
not come from Washington. Power comes 
from God to the people, and from the peo- 
ple to their government, as they see fit to 


loan it.” Amen. And Happy New Year. 





To subscribe, call 1-800-457-4141 





Free subscription to the first reader who finds a news story about Newt Gingrich with- 
out the words “bomb-thrower,” “mean-spirited,” or “out of control.” 
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[hank You, Sh 


A lot of people have falsely accused me of “bashing” Hillary Clinton. Its not true, of course. I have been critical — and I make no apology for it — in 
the area of ideas and issues, substantive issues which she brought up. But this 1s considered bashing; you cannot, in our society, criticize the girl So I 
think it time to turn things around. The truth ts, we owe Mrs, Clinton a lot. She has done this country a tremendous service, and we need to honor 


her accomplishments, to make her a symbol of our success, and to express our deep gratitude. Hillary singlehandedly... 


POM 
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e destroyed her husband's presidency. e made Nancy Reagan look good. ° helped close the Washington, D.C. 
e ended liberalism as we know ic. ° made Lady Macbeth look good. Office of the Rose Law Firm. 
° created a Republican Congress. ° redefined traditional values as dissent œ buried the left. 
e gutted the Democratic Party. and rebellion, attracting vast numbers of œ created sympathy for the pharmaceutical 
° saved us from a government takeover of young people. industry, 
one-seventh of the U.S. economy. e Made Ivan Boesky look good. e created sympathy for the insurance 
“ reinvigorated conservatism, e educated the nation about commodity industry. 
e mobilized the middle class. trading (can you say, “cattle futures?”) e created sympathy for smokers. 
° sent a bunch of liberals back to e educated the nation about Arkansas land œ discredited the modern co-presidency. 
Little Rock, deals (can you say, “Whitewater?”) © rescued “the decade of greed,” 
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